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When we first spoke on the phone, Michael, | was really struck by how articulate and mature you sounded for
your age, but at the same time, | could sense your defensiveness, wrapped up in a hard, cold exterior of
practiced eloquence and hyper rationality. But as we hit the ground running at full speed, | caught glimpses of

your goofy side coming through. And | couldn't be more delighted!

You are as intellectually playful as you are emotionally resilient, as much a critical economist breathing logic
into an otherwise hazy world of human decision-making as a sensitive pianist harnessing the “chaotic regality”
from Beethoven’s Sonata at Lincoln Square. In your insistent pursuit of “empowering lucidity,” you embraced
Economics and Math; in your quest to unpack your politicized family history, you delved into East Asian Studies
and Political Science. But what moved me the most was the level of dedication and thoughtfulness with which
you have brought to everything you do, whether it be to advocate for pediatric cancer patients in your
community through organizing charity runs or oversee the expansion of your local Chamber of Commerce’s
internship program to more schools or even picket in frigid cold morning to STOP ASIAN HATE. And for these
reasons and more, | know you'd thrive at Brown, where you’d finally have the platform and resources to be the

leader you are already becoming.
In the days leading up to Brown’s decision date, however, you grew insecure and came to me for reassurance

and consolation. And | said, you have that “extra oomph” to get into any college you want, so rest assured. I'm

just so happy that | can now call you a fellow Brunonian.
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